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Annual Seminar 2019 
 

Tuesday 9th April 2019 10.00 – 15.35 
Charles Russell Speechlys LLP, 5 Fleet Place, London EC4M 7RD 

 
 

The Annual General Meeting of PLEA will also be held at this seminar. 
Thanks are due to Charles Russell Speechlys LLP for the facilities to hold this 

meeting of PLEA 
 

Programme 
 

Timing Topic Speaker 

1000 - 1020 Tea and Coffee for arrivals  

1020 - 1030 Introduction and welcome 
David Reissner 

Chairman 

1030 - 1110 

 
The investigation, inspection and regulation of 

premises in the context of the GPhC's new 
approach to regulating pharmacies 

 

Claire Bryce-Smith 

1115- 1155 

 
The legal and ethical implications of medicinal 

cannabis  
 

Professor Roger 
Knaggs 

1155 – 1215 Coffee Break  

1215 - 1300 PLEA Annual General Meeting 
David Reissner in 

the chair 

 
1300 - 1400 

 
Lunch  

1400 - 1440 
 

Social Media and Professional Conduct 
 

Kenneth Hamer 

1445 - 1530 

 
In the PLEA Crown Court: R v Ian Thurdock – a 

manslaughter trial 
 

Noel Wardle and 
David Reissner 

1530 -1535 Summing up and closing remarks Chairman 
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Speaker’s Biographies: 
 
 
Claire Bryce-Smith has been at the GPhC for just over 7 years, joining as the Head of 
Inspection before becoming the Director of Inspection and Fitness to Practise. She played a 
major role in the modernisation of pharmacy regulation and the introduction of the current 
inspection model in November 2013.  Since 2017, as Director of Insights, Intelligence and 
Inspection she has been leading on developing the regulator’s approach to making the best 
use of its data and insights to inform the way it works, as well as leading on the changes to 
the inspection model including the publication of inspection reports this year. 
 
 
Roger Knaggs aims to promote the importance of pain within pharmacy and the role of 
pharmacy within pain management. To this end he started PAIN (Pharmacist Analgesia 
Interest Network) and was the inaugural chair of the United Kingdom Clinical Pharmacy 
Association pain management group. Roger is Honorary Secretary of the British Pain Society 
at present, having been a co-opted and elected Council member.  Recently, he was 
appointed a member of the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs and is the new Chair of 
their Technical Committee. In addition, he has associations with several other healthcare 
policy and government organisations, including the Care Quality Commission and NICE. 
Roger is a clinical academic pharmacist. His current position provides teaching and research 
opportunities whilst maintaining regular clinical practice. Roger’s main research interests 
focus on the appropriate use of analgesic medicines, and associated clinical outcomes and 
healthcare utilization.  
 
Kenneth Hamer is an experienced barrister and former Recorder of the Crown Court. He sits 
as a legally qualified chair at the General Medical Council (Medical Practitioners Tribunal 
Service) and is a legal adviser/legal assessor to the General Dental Council and the Nursing 
and Midwifery Council. He regularly represents regulators and practitioners in a range of 
professional conduct cases, as well as advising and lecturing on fitness to practise processes. 
He is the joint editor of the Association of Regulatory and Disciplinary Lawyers’ Quarterly 
Bulletin and a council member of the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting in England and 
Wales. 

 
Noel Wardle is a solicitor and a partner at Charles Russell Speechlys LLP where he heads the 
Pharmacy Regulation Team. 
Noel advises pharmacists on matters which include fitness to practise proceedings before 
the GPhC, judicial reviews, criminal investigations and prosecutions (including fraud), NHS 
England disputes and inquests. He has particular expertise advising pharmacists and 
pharmacy owners on the complex rules relating to NHS market entry and market exit, 
including conducting advocacy at NHS Resolution appeal hearings.  
He is a guest lecturer for the law and ethics module at several UK Schools of Pharmacy. 

 
David Reissner is Chair of PLEA.  He is a solicitor who retired as a partner in Charles Russell 
Speechlys in 2018 after 40 years with the firm, specialising in pharmacy law and professional 
conduct.  David is the author of the Fitness to Practise chapter in Dale and Appelbe’s 
Pharmacy & Medicines Law, and the co-author of the chapter on Professional Conduct. 

 


